High-performance Standards and LEED Silver
The 2005 Washington State Legislature passed a law that may require many Heritage Capital Projects Fund grant recipients to comply with what has been termed “high-performance” or “green” building standards (RCW 39.35D). 

The legislation’s goal is for major capital facilities projects receiving state dollars to be built to the LEED silver standard where “practicable.” LEED (which stands for Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) is a certification program run by the U.S. Green Building Council. 

These building principles offer the most savings when incorporated early in the design process. Therefore, we strongly encourage you to talk with your architect as soon as possible. 

The first issue you may wish to explore is whether your project is required to meet the LEED silver standard. The law offers two types of exemptions. 

Exemption 1: Facility types 

The following types of facilities are exempt: 

· Acquisition only, does not include construction or renovation; 

· New construction less than 5,000 gross square feet of occupied or conditioned space as defined by the State Energy Code; 

· Renovation projects whose costs are less than 50 percent of the facility’s assessed value and are less than 5,000 gross square feet of occupied or conditioned space; or

· Facilities such as hospitals; research facilities primarily used for laboratory experimentation, research, or training in research methods; or similar building types. 
Exemption 2: Not practicable 
WSHS may exempt HCPF grantees who demonstrate that it would not be practicable to meet the LEED silver standard. An exemption can not be given solely because of cost, but it may be if the renovation is piecemeal and/or unusual aspects of the building do not lend themselves to LEED silver standards.
Pre-application exemption requests
You do not need to wait until you turn in a grant application to find out if your project will be exempted. Our website has an exemption request form that you and your architect fill out. We will promptly let you know if your exemption request is approved.

Costs associated with developing a LEED Silver project, such as review by the U.S. Green Building Council, are considered eligible expenses for reimbursement.
